


IT'S PRETTY
GUIET OUT THERE.



1L
V THAT CAN'T THEY MAY JU/ST BE
g 6000. A BUNCH OF VERY
WELL BEHAVED
KIDS.

I WAS
BIVING THEM
BENEFIT OF THE
PoUBr/ WE STOPPED
THOSE TWO CLOWNS
WITH THE KEB AT

AND _THE DOOR.

NOBOPY
N\, LEFT.

/ ...-.- - 2")009 POINT. WE ° , -
- | SHOULD CHECK ON [ Bl

WE JON'T <
NEED CHELKING e




VON'T e
S/LLY, DEAR...

...0F COURSE
YOU 00.

HOW 15
YOUR PARTY
COINGZ

UH... PRETTY
6000...

y THAT
[ S0UNDS
. OMINOUS.

-

4

_':‘1_
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SHOW THEM HOW
THE PARTY'S GOING,
LAUKRIE.

COME
ON... DON'T Be
SHY.




LAURIE HAD A 8IT OF A
WARPROEE MALFUNCTION. T WAS
GOING TO HELP HER FIND A BETTER

FITTING SWIMSUIT.




,. NOeooY WAS
LAUGHING, LAURIE. THAT
WAS A GASF.

THIS ONE 6OT 100 8/6
ON Mg ALL OF A SUDOEN AND
EVERYONE Wﬁ;“sE LAUGHING AT

OK THEY WERE

CASFING AT ME AND 1
NEED ANOTHER
SWIMSUIT.




ALL OF THE YOUNGER
KIOS SAW IT HAPPEN. IT
' SHOOK HER UP.
OH, YOU FOOR | :..
BABY, I'M SURE IT 2

0ID.

IT WAS
KEALLY
EMBARRESSING.




UR. NANCY 010 SAY SHE
THOUGHT YOU WOULD GET A
FEW YEARS YOUNGER.

IT WAS JUsST
BAD TIMING,
HUH?Z

ILL SAY.IT WAS
THE WORST TIMING
EVER/
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LET’S FIND YOU SOMETHING 1O
WEAR, AND YOU CAN 60 BACK 10
THE PARTY IF YOU WANT 10.

3 - 1.""2-.

v 1T WOULD BE UNPERSTANCABLE
( IF YOU JUST WANTED 1O STAY
INSIPE. 1'M SURE THE OTHER KIDS
WOLLD LINPERSTAND.




WELL, YOU CAN'T

EXACTLY 60 BACK ON
YOUR WORD, CAN YOU?

LET'S SEE
IF WE CAN FIND YOU
A PROFER SWIMSUIT.
OKAY?Z

UM... I 6UESS I WANNA 60
TO THE PARTY. 1 TOLD
EVERYONE 1 WOULD AFTER 1
60T CHANGED.




WE'LL e

B = _ BACK IN A FEW

MINUTES.

WHILE YOU TWO 00
THAT, I'LL SEE HOW IT’S
GOING OUTSIPE.

YOU REALLY ON'T
HAVE TO 0O THAT, MRS.
GIBSON.

I'LL TAKE THAT
UNDER AOVISEMENT,
DANA.




I'M GONNA I'lL COME OUT 100,

NOT THAT 1 OON'T 7RU/S5T
YOU KIPS...

HEAD OUTSIDE. 1
AM THE HOSTESS,
AFTER ALL.




HELLO, PDEAR. 1 WAS
JUST GOING OUT 10 CHECK
ON THE PARTY.

IT's GOING GREAT,
MOM! IT'6 A REALLY
COOL PARTY!




I'M 6LAP HYOU'RE
HAVING A 6000 TIME. 15
EVERYONE BEHAVING
THEMSELVES?

UH HUH. NOeooY
BROKE ANYTHING, IF THATS
WHAT YOU MEAN.

STALL HER, DAD-0O! 1 HAVE 10 GET
OUT THERE AND MAKE SLRE
EVERYONE STASHES THEIR DRINKS/

STALL HERZ HOW
AM 1 SUPPOSED 10 00
THAT?

HOW SHOULD I KNOW!
THINK OF SOMETHING! 1
JUST NEED A FEW
MINUTES.

I'LL TRY.




I WASN'T EXACTLY S
TALKING ABOUT THAT.
WHY 010 YOU COME
BACK IN?

I NEED TO | L
BATHROOM, # e .
1 WAS GONNA SHOW
HER WHEKE IT /15, MA’AM.
IT'6 KIGHT NEXT TO MY
ROOM.

WANNA SEE
17 116 A REALLY
LOOL ROOM! 8




PERHAPS LATER,

JON. FIRs7, I NEED TO 6O
OUTSIoe eFOKE YOUR SISTER
TELLS EVERYONE 10 HIPE
EVIPENCE.

EVIPENCEZ
WHAT EVIDENCE?

I OION'T
SEE ANY EVIDENCE,
MRS. GIESON.

MOM/ YOU'LL NEVER
olESS WHAT HAPPENED TO
THAT GIRL LAURIE/




LAURIE CAME IN
TO FINOD A NEW
sWIMsHIT WITH HER
ALINT.

I KNOW/ SHE 60T 100
LITTLE FOR THE ONE SHE WAS
WEARING!

SHORTER THAN 70/ ARE

\ SHE'S EVEN
NOW!

v

s YOU, RUTHIE. V. N
W ee & 4/ I DION'T SEE
Lo - 8 .y ANYTHING, ANO YOU'RE

A LOT TALLER THAN WE
ARE!

g, o

md g
......




L KNOW, Ut HOW 010 IT
HAPPEN?Z SHE LOOKS LIKE
SHE'S AS OLD AS I AM NOW
AND SHE WAS OLOUER
BEFORE!

.

WELL, /F SHE 60T
SHORTER, THEN I'M SURE IT
ISNT ANY OF OUR
BUSINESS.

SHE MUST HAVE BEEN

® | STANOUING ON HER TOES AND

YOl DION'T NOTICE.
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' 11'6 NOT WHAT Z THINK, ANO Qi
ALL OF THE KIDS 5AW T R
HAPPEN, .
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FORGET IT. WHERE'S Y
THE BATHROOM? A%

@ 1L sHow vou
SR WHERE IT I5.




HE WAS BETTER AT
STALLING WHEN HE WAS
OROWN.

THEN 1

WANNA SEE 70Uk
KOOM.

YOlU 10LD0

7 MY MOM IT WAS A

h

e,

__ ROOM.

KEALLY COOL

WHAT 00 YOU
WANT TO SEE THAT,
FOR? IT1'6 JUSTA
ROOM.

I WAS
JUST TALKING! BUT
OK, T'LL SHOW IT

TO YOU.




IT's PROBABLY LIKE 70UR
ROOM, ONLY NOT FINK. INE

BEEN IN A GIRL'S ROOM
BEFORE.

MY SISTER’S.

I WAS NEVER IN
A BOY'S ROOM
BEFORE!

OH YEAH?
WHOSEZ

"GIGOLE... THAT
DOESN'T COUNT!




1 SPENT PLENTY OF TIME IN
JON’S ROOM WHEN WE WERE IN
SCHOOL, NOT THAT RUTHIE’S EVER
GOING TO KNOW THAT.

THEY'RE CERTAINLY 700
YOUNG 10 BE CONCERNED
ABOUT IT...




HOLPING HANDS,
ARE THEY?

I'M BEING ¥
RIICILOUS... BUT AN 44
OUNCE OF
PREVENTION...




1’0
BETTER STICK
ARCUND FOR A
MINUTE.

WHEN
YOU'RE IN JON’S ROOM,
THE DOOR STAYS OFEN,
KIDS.

HUHZ
OK, MRS.
GIBSON.

WHY D10 SHE SAY
THATZ




7 11’6 RIGHT IN THERE.
I'LL BE IN M¥ ROOM, NEXT
DOOR.

" oK. ITWON'T
g€ LONG.
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7 I THINK THAT
[ ONe’s VERY PRETTY,
N HUH?
L -

I THINK IT SUcks  §
. LIKE ALL THE OTHER
ONES. /

o

L‘x
LAURIE SOUNDS )

PISSED. I WOLULD
BE, 100.




AT LEAST IT ISN'T
FALLING OFF OF Y0L.

UNTIL T SHRNVK
AGAIN, YOI




I NEVER SAID THAT, % " [,
ANO I ZON’T THINK YOU , " I

1 BETER NOT! THIS 16 50
UNFAIR! WHY D10 THIS HAVE TO
b HAPPEN TO ME7/

s Tff_.ﬂ
3 .."_‘. 1 .-"rl




WE'LL ASK OK. NANCY
TOMORROW. I'M SURe
SHE KNOWS.

"ONIFF"... I'M SURE SHE
POESN'T/ IT DOESN'T MATTER.
SHE WON'T BE ABLE 1O 00
ANYTHING ABOUT IT.




OK. 1 HOPE THeY
PONT MAKE FLN OF
ME... BUT WHAT ABOUT
JIMZ

IF HE 5£E€5 ME
LIKE THIS...

> THERE'S NOTHING
" WE CAN 00 AeOUT IT
TONIGHT. WHY NOT 60
CUTs/IE WITH THE

OTHERS?

| WHAT ABOUT

\
I
i

I VON'T THINK YOU
HAVE ANYTHING TO
WORRY ABOUT AS FAR
AS THAT GOES.

ap,




B

WELL, HE’S HANGING OUT
WITH THE OLPER KIDS. YOl
STAY WITH THE YOUNGER
ONES.

| N
HE WON'T EVEN
NOTICE YOU.

A FEW MINUTES AGO 1
WANTED HIM TO NOTICE ME.
I SURE DONT NOW.

STUFIP JON/
THIS 1S ALL A/S
FAULT/




YOU HAVE A RIGHT 10 éE
UPseT, BABY-00LL... BUT JON
PION'T KNOW 7H/S WOULD
HAPPEN TO YOLU...

NOBOoPY 010,
NOT EVEN OR.
NANCY.

IF YOU WANT 1O
BLAME SOMEONE, YOl
MIGHT AGAI;V;LL BLAME

I SHOULD
NEVER HAVE TOLD HIM

ABOUT THE STUDY, ESFECIALLY
WHEN I DION'T KNOW WHAT
WAS INVOLVED, OR THE
KISKS.

BUT... BUT LOOK AT ME!
I'M NOT SUPPOSED TO ée
A CHILD! T BET I’M NO OLDER
THAN AHE 15!!




MY GUESS 1S THAT YOU °
MIGHT éE OLDER THAN JON
BY A YEAK.

OREAT! LUCKY ME/ T'M
SUFPPOSED 10 BE A GROWN-LIF/

HE’S SUPPOSED 10 BE 10!
PREPUBESCENT! HIM, NOT ME/

WHATZ/ WHAT'S
THAT SUPPOSED TO
MEAN?Z/




I SIGNED UP FOR THE
SIXTEEN YEAR OLD GROUP! 1
WAS SUFFPOSED 7O BE
SIXTEEN, NOT TEN/

yol
TOLO Me YOU 2IoN’T

KNOW WHAT HAPPENED!
BUT YOU 2/g, PION'T
You?

I1's... IT'6 NOT
LIKE THAT...




YES IT 15/ 11’6 EXACTLY
LIKE THAT!/ IT WASN'T A
COMFPLICATION, OR A

MALFUNCTION, OR ANYTHING/

IT WAS Y0U/ 1T HAD
1O ée! Y0/ TOLD OR. NANCY °
TO PUT ME IN THE OTHER
GROUP, PION'T YOU?

—

I'M TEN YEARS OLD
BECALISE OF YOU/ IT WAS
YOUR PLAN ALL }ALON@! ACMIT

T

y Vou OON’T
INPERSTAND...




WHAT'S NOT 10
UNDERSTAND?! THAT YOU

WENT BEHING MY BACK AND
ME 7TEN YEARS OLD?Z

TOLD UR. NANCY TO MAKE

IF YOU ?ID
THAT TO ME, THEN Y04/
YOU DESERVE!

OOT EXACTLY WHAT
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YOl SIGNED UP FOR THIS,
EVEN WHEN I 70L2 YOU NOT 10!
YOU SIGNED THAT PAPER SO THAT I
MADE THE PEC/SIONS FOR YOU!

50 I MADE THE
DECISION! YOU SHOULD HAVE ,
JUST FOUND AJOB LIKEA  J= "R 0
NORMAL PEESOON WOULD, BuUT f° 5 = © .

...YOU WANTED
10 TAKE THE EASY WAY
out!




EASYZ/ YOl
CALL THIS EASY?!

WHAT’S THE
DIFFERENCE?! IF I WAS

SIXTEEN 1 WOULD GET 1O
HAVE BEER FROM THE

KES!

YOl SHUT
Ur/

YOU WANTED
TO € A CHILD! EVEN IF
YOU WERE SIXTEEN LIKE
YOU WANTED, YOU'D
STILL BE A CHILD!

S0 YOU'RE
A LITTLE YOUNGER!
WHAT'S THE
DIFFERENCE?!

SHUT UF/ THAT'S
A SECKET AND YOU
TATTLED!




\

7 IF THE TWO OF YOU ARE
6OING TO AcT LIKE
CHILOREN, THEN I°LL TREAT
YOU LIKE CHILOREN!




1 WANTEP TO GINE YOl
BOTH THE BENEFIT OF THE

pOUer.

YOU STILL HAD SOME

1 WAS HOFING THAT INSIDE
MEASLRE OF MATLRITY.

I CAN SEE THAT
YOl PONT. T AM VERY

POISAFPPOINTED IN YOU




..-"f
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W 60 10 YOUR ROOM. YOU ARE BOTH
" "ON TIME OUT. IF YOU CAN BEHAVE

YOURSELVES AND STOP ACTING LIKE
BABIES, THEN I'LL ALLOW YOU 10 6O
TO THE PARTY.

.ﬁ}____

/' IF YOU CANNOT, THEN IT'S
| AN EARLY BEDTIME FOR TWO
\ " NAUGHTY CHILOREN.

y

HAVE 1 MADE
MYSELF CLEAR?

YES, ALNT
NADIA.




I KNOW IT'S HARD, BUT YOU ARE
BOTH IN THE SAME BOAT AND HAVE
TO GROW UF AGAIN.

THERE'S NOTHING
ANYONE CAN 00 ABOUT
THAT.

TRY TO REMEMBER THAT
YOU WERE NOT ONLY
AClLTS, YOU WERE

MAKRIED.

YOU SHOULD BE SUFFORTIVE
OF EACH OTHER, AND STOP
TRYING TO BLAME EACH OTHER
FOR WHAT HAPPENED.
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Y 6O T0 YOUR
OOM.. 1 BETTER NOT
HEAR ANYMORE
FIGHTING.



.

.. A .
P900G, DAMMIT. THOSE

— CLOWNS 6GOT THE KEG IN
- SOMEHOW.

I'M sOkRY, JON. 1

, - o \ - I SORRY 1T\
5/‘/01/&57/\‘/" g;lr{u\(e DONE 4 | HAPPENED TO

YOU SHOULON'T

HAVE MENTIONED THE 12 56 e ® &% o4 SHE DION'T
ks RS Coe B HEAR

OLD PEOPLE HAVE
BAD HEARKING
SOMETIMES.




WHERE ARE
YA GOING?

I THINK
RUTHIES STILL IN
THERE.

I HAVE 1O
USE THE

BATHROOM.

‘K. T'LL SEE.




AREYOUIN - v ~

4

THERE, RUTHIE? - ( Y. YES UM...
1’6 LAURIE. I'M S7ILL IN HERE.

ARE YOl N " -
OK?Z AR ' ~  I... UH...

(15 MY MOM
N AROUND?

NO. 0O YOl
WANT ME 10 GET
HER?Z




HI LAURIE. I
WAS Ji/sT ABOUT 10
CHECK ON JON AND

RUTHIE.

’ > RUTHIE'S IN THE

BATHROOM, AND SHE
¥y o\ NEEDS YOU MRS.
. GCIBSON.

|
'




7 Ir'6 MOM, RUTHEE.

IS EVERYTHING
ALRIGHTZ

7 00 You FeEL
5Lk

I HAVE' '
UM... ¢cramps. CA
‘{OIJ COME IN ‘ |

HERE?Z

60”!266




WHAT'S
WRONG WITH
RUTHIE?

PI0 SHE SAY SHE
HAD A CRAMFPZ LIKE IN
HER LEG?Z

l"

WHAT OTHER
KIND /6 THERE?Z
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' NOT REALLY...

&
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I DON'T THINK

SHE'S TALKING ABOUT Y& < &
THOSE KIND OF 0 g

W'KNOW...
CRAMPS. LIKE

OLDER 6IRLS GET. b 2§, ©
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