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THOU HAST

AYE, CHILD. THEY
HATH FOUND THE
TREASURES THEY

SCOUIGHT.
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'TIS A COMMON
MISCONCEPTION. THEY 0ID
CERTAINLY THINK THAT WAS THE
TREASURE THAT THEY
SOUGHT...

...BUT THEY HATH
FOUND TREASURE FAR
GREATER.

INVEED, WHAT
TREASURE CcOMFARES
WITH RECAPTURING YOUTH
AND INNOCENCEZ

THEY THOUGHT THAT THEY
WOLULD FIND REAL
TREASURE... LIKE 6OLD AND
JEWELS.




THE TREASURE THEY
HATH FOLND € THEIR
INFANCY.

THEY Be
WAKRIORS NO
LONGER...




NOR
ASSASSING...

BABY WANT
BA-BA/
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...NOR WIELDERS OF
MYsTIc FOWER THEY
HAVE SCANT
UNPERSTANPING OF.




e

THOU HAST LET THEM OFF FAR
EASIER THAN Z WOULD OF, HAD 1
THY POWER.

THEY SLAYED MANY IN
MINE VILLAGE, ANO WOLLD
THAT I COULD HAVE REFAIP

THEM IN KIND.

T'WOULD HAVE
ADORNED THE WALLS OF

7" THEN, "TI6 6000
unE o mimice [ i s oce,

POWER NOT.

IN THE MILLENIA 1 HATH BEEN

GUARDIAN OF THIS TEMPLE,

NE'ER HAD I CAUSE TO SLAY
UNWELCOME GUESTS.

T'WOULD RESTORE
THEM FIRST, S0 THAT THEIR
SKULLS WOULD ée

LARGER.

NO NEED FOR THAT
DEAR, THEY ARE GUITE TOO
SMALL AND WEAK 10 eE
THREATS NOW.




NO. NO/
NAH FAIW/ I STILL
BETTAH! I
STWONGAH/
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7 VOU CHALLENGE WY
DECISION?






...THOU
MAYEST PLEAD THY
CASE.




SNV Adem”.. wes/ T MEAN, YES!
—— 70 evEN IN THOSE OTHER WORLDS,
&\ I SsuRvIvED! ILIVED.

AS 00 MY
COMFPANIONS. EVEN AT
OREAT DISAPVANTAGE...

I CAN SEE THY
BOSOM. '11S UITE
LARGE.




T'WOLLD THINK 5O
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ALLOW HER TO
SPEAK, YALDA.




THANK YOU. AS I WAS SAYING,
MY COMPANIONS AND I sURVIVED,
AND PESFPITE OUR DISADVANTAGES,

WE FERSEVERED.

WE ARE BETTEKR, AND
MOKRE PESERVING, THAN
MOST IF NOT ALL
OTHERS.
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BUT THY COMFPANIONS HAVE
FOUND THEIR TREASURES, AND
APPEAR TO BE GUITE CONTENT

WITH THEM.

THEY CANNOT
APECUATELY ASSESS WHAT
HAS HAPPENED TO THEM IN
THEIR CURRENT STATES.




THAT MATTERS NOT. THEY
CAME TO THIS PLACE SEEKING
THEIR TREASHKES, AND THEY
HAVE FOUNZ THEM.

THEY WOULD NOT AGKEE
WERE THEY AZULTS. THEY
WOULD SEE THAT THEY HAVE BEEN

PELUPED.

YOU CANNOT
EXFPECT THEM TO
UNDERSTAND THAT AS
INFANTS.
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THOU ART FAR FROM THE
TRUTH. 'TIS AS INFANTS, THAT
THEY 0 UNDERSTAND.

y  THEIR TREASURES BE N
THAT OF BEING CARED FOR
AND LOVED, FOR THE FIRST

TIME IN THEIR LIVES.

THEY NEED NOT
BECOME
ASSASSING...
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...THEY NEED NOT PN e g4 NS o
BECOME mARRIORSIN  \ \ % g NN [ &
\ RESPONSE 10 _
A NONACLEPTANCE BY THEIR
PEERS,

. Fl’“

THOH HAST A
FPRIVILEGED UPERINGING
THAT THEY DOlo NOT /

ENJOY.
THY

PRIORITIES ARE NOT
THEIRS.



AYE,
APMITTIEDLY, "TIS
MINE
FPRESUMPTION.

THAT 1S YOUR

RO ARESUMPTION. WERE THEY

ACULTS ONcE MORE, T AM
CONFIPENT THAT THEY WOULD
REFLSE YOUR SO-CALLED
TREASURES AS 70 I/
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7 T'WOULD PUT MINE
7 PRESUMPTION TO THE
TEST, |F THOU ART
WILLING.

WILLING, AS
ARE THEY.




THOU CAN SPEAK ONLY
FOR THINE WILLINGNESS, AS
THY COMFPANIONS BE BUT
INFANTS.

WHOSE FAULT 16 THATZ/ 1
PEMAND THE RIGHT TO SPEAK
ON THEIR BEHALF, WHILST THEY

ARE INDISFOSED.




VERY WELL, T'WILL AccEPE
TO THY DEMANDS. T'WILL GRANT
THEE THE CHANCE TO PROVE
THYSELVES.

STATE YOLUR
TERMS.
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T'WILL RESTORE THEE

AND THINE COMPANIONS TO [RS8

THE BEST VERSIONS OF
EACH.

THOU MUST EACH DEFEAT A
COMMON FEASANT IN
COMEAT.



LUNDERSTAND THAT IF THOU
VDOES'T TAKE THIS WAGER OF
THINE OWN FREE CHOICE...

...THOU WILT LOSE THY
BLISSFUL TREASURES THAT THE
TEMPLE STILL BINDOS ME TO

' GRANT THEE.

A HAPPY
ETERNITY T'WILL NOT
BE THINE.

I AGREE TO
YOUR TERMS.

GUARPIAN/ 1 BE A
COMMON FPEASANT/
ALLOW ME TO EATILE YON
MARALPERS!

THEY HATH SLAIN
MANY IN MINE VILLAGE
ANO HAVE MUCH 10
ANSWER FOR!




OF THEE, VALDA. BUT THEY BE |
THREE, ANO THOL...

AHAHAHAHA. ..

ALLOW Mg 10
BATTLE EACH ONE
IN SINGLE COMEAT,
ELSE TIS NOT A
FAIR FIGHT.




THAT MATTERS NOT/
T'WILL FIGHT THEE TO THE
DEATH, FOR THY CRIMES/

YOU HAVE SEALED YOUR POOM,
GIRL! 0I0 THE GUARDIAN NOT SAY
THAT WE WILL 8E AT OUR MOsT
POWERFULZ

¥0Ul ARE NOTHING
BUT A HELPLESS CHILD!
YOU ARE /Vuﬁlff/fEAf 10
5!

YOU CANNOT HOFE
TO VEFEAT US!




I SALUTE THY
VALOR, BUT T'WILL NOT
ABIDE THE LOS5 OF

TWOULD TAKE Yo it

THEIR SKULLS...

NAY, TWILL NOT. IF THOU DOES'T
PEFEAT THEM, T/5 I THAT T'WILL
DECIVE THEIR FATES.

VERY WELL. I AGREE TO
SFAKE THEM THEIR
MISERABLE LIVES.




PR THEN WE ARE ALL
S |\ AGREEMENT.
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YON MARAUDERS
T'WILL e KESTORED, AS 1
HATH PROMISED.




A WARRIOR ONCE




> AND ELITE
ASSASSIN.

'}



ARISE, BRIZCICE
ZAL-UND/ YOl ARE
KESTORED FROM
INFANCY/

YOU ARE ONCE
AGCAIN THE ELITE
AS5A55/N 1 HAVE

HIRED!

WE MAY 4
NOW RESUME THE
PLUNPERING OF THIS
TEMFPLE OF THE

TREASIRES WE SEEK! 4




THY
LEADERSHIP DOTH
LEAVE MUCH 10 EE

PDESIRED, HUMAN.

I AOMIT, THERE
HAVE BEEN SOME

UNFORESEEN

DIFFICULTIES...




THY FOOL’S
EKRAND HATH BEEN
POOMED FROM THE

START.

" VERY NEARLY HATH WE
N BEEN 7RAFPPED AS
\  HELPLESS CHILOREN.

/ 1 PROPOSE WE TAKE

- WHAT RICHES WE CAN

CARKY, AND BE GONE
FROM THIS PLACE.




THOU ART CRAVEN. 1
HAD THOUGHT YOU AN ELITE
AS5455IN, NOT A COWARD!

YON GUARCIAN
CANNOT BE KILLED, AS
HATH BEEN
DEMONSTRATED.

I HAD SLA/N YON CHILD,
ONLY TO HAVE HER
KESURRECTED BY THE
CUARPIAN.

WE
FURTHERMORE
CANNOT LEAVE THIS
PLACE WITHOUT HER
BLOOD, THAT OF AN
INNOCENT.

THINE GRAND
PLANS BE FOR
NALGHT.




Y WHAT SAY Y0l, OAF?
LET US LEAVE THIS FOUL
PLACE WITH WHATEVER WE
CAN CARRY/
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TWILL NOT STOP THEE.
TAKE WHAT THOU 0OEST WISH
AND BE 6ONE, IF THAT BE THY

CHOICE.

7 116 OUR WAY OUT OF
o ( THIS WITH WHATEVER DIGNITY
\  0OTH REMAIN US.
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WE 0I0 NOT COME TH/IS
FAR TO SCURRY AWAY WITH

BUT A FEW BAWBLES/

TS TREASLRES

BEYOND

COMFPREHENSION WE
POTH SEEK!

ATTEND HER
NOT/



THE RUNT HAS A FOINT.
THIS JOB HAS BEEN A
SHIT SHOW FROM THE

START.

=Y LET'S TALE WHAT
0 WE CAN CARRY AND

!g,&-
V" LOOKS LIKE THE ONLY SO

SCRAM.

CALLED TREASURES IN THIS
OUMP ENO LUP WITH US IN
SWAPOLING CLOTHES.




AND Y0l CALL
YOURSELF A WARRIORZ!
YON GUARDIAN HATH
RESTORED US!

ALL WE NEED 00 TO
GAIN OUR TREASURES IS
PEFEAT A COMMON
PEASANT/

PEASANTS CAN e
TOUGH! AND WHAT HAPPENS
IF WE CAN'T DEFEAT HER
PEASANT CHAMPION?Z

= T'WOULD 8€
0OMED, T
GUSPELT.
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YOUR COWARVACE @
o/564/576 ME! HAST THOU
LOOKEP UPON OUR
OPPONENT?Z

YOU KNOW HER
CUITE WELL/




‘TIS eut
A TRICK,
MARK MY
WORDS.

THIS... THIS CHILD BE THE
FEASANT CHAMFION OF THE
THE GUARDIAN!

TH/S 6E WHAT HATH YOU
CUAKING IN FEAR/
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I FEAR THEE NOT/ 1T HATH
VEFEATED ALL OF YE AT
EVERY TLRN.

INDEED, IT 0IDS'T TAKE
THREE OF THEE TO CAFTURE
ME, AND THAT WHILS'T I e

UNAWAKE.

THOU ART BUT
INFANTS IN SWAPPLING
CcLOTHES, NO MATTER

HOW LARGE THOU
ART!

I VOTH FEAR
INFANTS NOT/




We WERE eUT
CHILOREN. SHE CANNOT
HOFPE 10 DEFEAT US AT

OUR FULL STRENGTH.

" GHE SPEAKS

TRUE. SHE HATH

DEFEATED U5 IN
b, THIS PLACE.

HUHZ
AM I M/SSING
SCOMETHING
HERE? SHE'S
JUST A KIg/

e
L
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"HUMPH"... TRY
NOT 10 SOIL THYSELF
WHILS'T /N BATTLE,

WITCH!




WA e

HAW HAW... SHE'S 6OT

SPUNK, T'LL SAM THAT
MUCH FOR THE TWERP.

IF ALL WE HAVE 1O 00
IS BEAT UP ON A LITTLE
KID, COUNT ME IN/




HAW HAW...
NOW 7HAT’S THE
SPIRIT!

YOU ARE 50
JEAD/

o000/ 1 WELCOME THE
CHALLENGE! THOU WILT FAY
FOR THY cRIMES TO MINE
VILLAGE/

THOU WILT FAY FOR
TAKING ME CAFTIVE/

1 FEAR THEE
NOT,
CREATURE!




THOU 2/os°T
SAY WE BE AT AULL

STRENOTH.
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ERTHOU
HAST RETURNED OUR

KAIMENTS AND
WEAFONS.

WE'LL
FACE YOUR
SO-CALLED
CHAMPION.




INVEED I 0I0.
S0 BE IT.
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P THOU MusT FACE f
B Ll VALOA ONE AT A TIME 74

-—-i-.

HAW... FINE
By ME/



TWILL NOT SLAY THEM,
VALOA. THOU MUST NEEDS
MAINTAIN THINE INNOCENCE, ELSE
THOU CANS’T LEAVE THIS
PLACE.

WHERE WOULDS'T THOU
FACE THY CHALLENGERS,
VALDA?

IN MINE VILLAGE. T'WOLULD
BE FITTING 1O SLAY THEM
BEFORE THE TOWNSPEOPLE
WHOM THEY HAVE TERRORIZED.




YEAH, SQUIRT. YOU NEED
THE BLOOP OF AN INNOCENT
TO OFPEN THE POCOKS IN THIS

OUMP, REMEMBER?




THE OKPER OF
ATTACK HATH NOT BEEN

DECIVED, OAF.

‘COURSE, WHEN I°M DONE
WITH YOU, THERE'S GONNA EE
Lors OF eL000... ALL OF IT

YOURS/!

S0 YOU 6OTTA KEEP IT
NICE AND cLEAN FOR
WHEN I LILL YA/

THAT’S RIGHT, 1
GET THE FIRST SHOT
AT YA/




YES IT HAS... BY ME/ YO
TWO RELAX WHILE I TAKE
CARE OF THE RLUNT.

T'WILL PREPARE
THEE FOKR BATTLE,
VALDA...

... AND GRANT THEE THY
FORM FROM ONE OF
MANY OF THY POS5/BLE
FUTURES.




I NEEOD NO

AS THOU WILT, eUT
PREPARATION...




...WERE THEY NOT THREE,
THEY WOULD NEVER HAVE
TAKEN ME LUNAWARES.




T'WILL MAKE THEE PAY
FOR EVERY INJURY,
EVERY LOOTING, AND
EVERY MURPER CAUSED
BY THINE HANDS/




7 WOULD THAT I é€
PERMITTED TO SLAY THEE,
AS THOU DOEST KICHLY
PESERVE/

7 HAW HAW... GIVE IT

YOUR gesT SHOT, KID.
\  TWONTTELL!




WHEN THINE HEAD AND
THOSE OF THINE
ACCOMPLICES BE MOUNTED
ON FIKES AT THE VILLAGE
GATES...

...AND AFTER CROWS
HATH PICKED THINE SKULLS
CLEAN, SUCH THAT THEY MAY
ADORN THE WALLS OF THE
VILLAGE HALL...

.. T'WILL BE KNOWN BY
ALL. BUT I HATH GIVEN MINE
WORD TO SFARE THEE, WOLLD
THAT I HAD NOT.

PURCHASE
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